
 

 

Case Study – Energise Sussex Coast 

About 
McPhersons 
McPhersons Chartered 

Accountants is a well-

established firm employing 

25 permanent staff in 

Hastings and Bexhill-on-

Sea. With a loyal client 

base, they offer business 

consultancy, profit 

improvement, 

management reporting, 

tax planning as well as the 

traditional accounting, 

audit and taxation 

services. 

Their approach is dynamic, 

modern and hi-tech and 

they are entirely cloud-

based.  

Their team of directors 

and senior accountants 

have many years of 

experience across a range 

of disciplines. 

The McPhersons 

experience is different 

from other accountants 

where actionable 

information is provided in 

real time aiding tax 

planning and business 

strategy. 

Book your free initial 

meeting by emailing 

info@mcphersons.co.uk or 

calling our Head Office on 

01424 730000. 

  

First community energy share offer in 
Hastings launched 

McPhersons client, Energise Sussex Coast 

is a local St Leonards based energy co-

operative. They are a not for profit 

Community Benefit Society set up in 

2012 to work on renewable energy 

projects and challenge energy injustice. 
 

One of their current projects, in 

partnership with Brighton Energy Coop, 

is raising £180,000 through community 

shares to fund 250 kilowatts of solar 

panels (roughly 1066 panels) on East 

Sussex College Hastings. The college will 

save approximately £7,250 per year on 

its energy bills. 
 

Investors supporting the transition to low 

carbon energy and a fairer energy future 

will receive a respectable return on their 

investment. The scheme is administered 

by Brighton Energy Coop who have a 

track record of success, raising £1.9 

million and paying investors 5% interest. 

Soon Energise Sussex Coast will 

announce its next portfolio of solar arrays 

for investment which will include local 

schools. 
 

However, this is not the only initiative 

Energise Sussex Coast is involved with. 

Locally, in 2015/16, they saved residents 

over £100,000, giving one to one 

intensive energy advice and support 

needed to ease the burden of fuel 

poverty. 

They are piloting innovative schemes 

such as ’flexible microgrids’ where 

  

blocks of flats can benefit from 

generating, using and storing solar 

energy with batteries and making 

money from selling flexibility services to 

the grid. 
 

In 2016, in partnership with Amicus 

Horizon and Hastings Council they won 

£900,000 in an EU funded bid to 

improve 600 homes in Ore – the first 

Climate Active Neighbourhood (CAN) 

Scheme. 
 

So where does the passion for 

renewable energy come from? Richard 

Watson, who co-founded the business in 

2012, had always dreamt of living in a 

solar town. On the East Sussex College 

project, he comments; 
 

“ Energise Sussex Coast is facing the 

climate problem face on. We want to be 

a leading part of the transition to a zero 

carbon Hastings” 

Ainsley Gill from McPhersons looks after 

the financial side of the society and was 

delighted to be involved in these 

projects that are so beneficial to the 

local community: 

“This is the type of project the Hastings 

area needs and to have the support of 

Energise Sussex Coast is key to 

reducing the energy injustice the 
community would otherwise face.” 

Learn more about investing at 
www.energisesussexcoast.co.uk 

 

 

East Sussex College to 

benefit from 250 kw of 

solar panels from the 

energy investment project 
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